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The American Presbyterian Mission maintains a
tuberculosis hospital on Mount Lebanon; Professor
Nucho of the American University is the visiting physi-
cian. An Anti-Tuberculosis League which has been
started in Beirut by the Syrian community is expecting
soon to build another hospital in a salubrious site in1
Lebanon. There is abundant need of it and of many
more in the country. The success of the American Mis-
sion Hospital at Shebeneeyeh has stimulated similar
good work elsewhere. There is need of much education
as well as of municipal ordinances in regard to the
spread of this disease. The people must learn that pro-
miscuous expectoration is dangerous, and that fresh air,
and night air especially, are not harmful.
From a dermatological point of view, one of the most
interesting diseases in the Orient is the "Oriental but-
ton." It goes by many names, and in Syria is often
called the "Aleppo button," because it is so prevalent
in that great city. Few escape it who live there many
years. (I am not going to write a treatise on this skin
disease, though I might be pardoned, if I did, for it
has been my good fortune to find a radical cure for it.)
The germ is an animal parasite, discovered by the Scotch
bacteriologist Leishman. The disease is widespread
over what was once Turkey—in the valleys of the Tigris
and Euphrates, in most parts of Asia Minor, and, since
the last war, far more widespread in Syria than ever
before. Deportations and movements of soldiers are
the causes. It is still unknown how the germ is carried
from one person to another; but it is my opinion, and
there is much to substantiate it, that the germ is carried
from person to person by the mosquito, and not the sand-
fly, as some have supposed. The scar, which the button
leaves after the whole year or more that it requires to
go through its cycle of development and healing, is un-
sightly, though it does not cause as much contraction of

